
 

 

Presidents Report 
 
 
Hello Everyone, 
What a blast. Our International 
Reunion went off without too many 
hiccups. Probably the most memorable 

being the President, with two American guests in tow could 
not get across Elizabeth Street, after we had marched, and 
finished up catching a train from St James Station to Town 
Hall Station to meet the bus, which was waiting to take us to 
the ANZAC Day function at St George Rowers Club 
Apart from that, the weather was fantastic, the food at the 
various venues was exceptional, the camaraderie was 
brilliant and everything went ahead according to plan, 
thanks to the organisation skills or so many people. 
Our former patron, MajGen David Ferguson sent me a note 
thanking everybody for their input to the reunion and took 
great pride in letting me know his decanter presentation was 
“loaded” and stood in pride of place in the bar. 
It was unfortunate some of our guests could not stay for the 
whole period but they made an effort to attend which was 
great. Steve Bleuel and Allan Dalton rode up and joined us 
for ANZAC Day. While Geoff Cutts, Mick Hughes, Shane 
Mitchell and Sandy had to depart early due to work 
commitments. 
We are looking at celebrating “Myola Day” with a formal 
dining in night around the beginning of August. This will 
probably be held out at Penrith Panthers and 
accommodation will be available for those wishing to 
overnight. More to follow on the website and the Facebook 
pages. 
We are still looking at an October weekend in Canberra for 
Floriade and a visit to the War Memorial. The bus grants will 
cover the transport costs and we will look at prices closer to 
time. 
 

    The Clipped Wings   

So what’s on the horizon for next year – well Geoff Cutts and 
Graham Papworth are putting together next years ANZAC Day 
Reunion in Melbourne, recognizing the 75th Anniversary of 
airdrops on the Kokoda Trail. A trek over the Kokoda Trail in July 
has also been proposed so all you young fit blokes can have the 
opportunity to walk some very historical ground. More to follow 
on that.  
The website is being upgraded and things will be a lot easier to 
access. Our sausage sizzles are continuing to enable the 
Association to have one of our widows travel to the UK for the 
2018 Reunion, all expenses paid. More information is to be 
posted on the Facebook pages and the website. 
 
One thing that needs to be re-emphasised is “You will only get out 
of the ADAA what you put in to it”. In short, if you don’t want to 
help in fund raising activities don’t expect anything other than 
your four copies of the Clipped Wings each year and paying full 
price for functions. If, on the other hand you help out at some of 
these fund raising activities, you will reap benefits as we are 
working towards subsidising activities and functions. We are also 
looking at sponsorship from various organisations to assist in 
some of our events. Again, it’s your association. 
Thanks to Denis McCann for his time as Treasurer and Secretary. 
A well-deserved rest is now in order. I might also mention Denis 
will still be doing the presentations to the Top Soldier on the Basic 
Air Dispatch Courses at Richmond. 
Those people who helped put the reunion together deserve a 
special thanks for giving up your time, energy and money to give 
us arguably one of the best reunions I have attended. Thank You, 
one and all. 
Until next time, thanks to all who attended the 2016 Reunion. It 
would not have been the success it was without your attendance. 
Take care 
Cheers, Nicko  
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Treasurer’s Report May 2016 
Since our last newsletter, we have held our AGM, and I have taken over the role of Treasurer. Together with each committee 

member of our new and vibrant committee, I am looking forward to being able to contribute greatly to our wonderful association. 

When I say “I” this actually means “we” as my beautiful wife Kim has always been my biggest support. 

 

Firstly, a reminder that subscriptions are due on 1 July each year. The easiest way to renew is with a deposit direct into our bank 

account: 

 

Bank: Bank of Queensland 

Account Name: Air Dispatch Association of Australia Inc 

BSB: 124037 

Account No: 20783486 

Reference: Please use your full name 

 

If you prefer to use your credit card, you can enter details through our website. There is a link on the home page. 

 

And your third alternative is the old-fashioned way. If you want to post a cheque, please send it to me at 34 Jarrah Court, Kelso 

NSW 2795 and make it payable to “Air Dispatch Association of Australia Inc.” 

 

The 2016 International Reunion has been and gone, and the feedback has been amazing. Due to our fund-raising activities, we 

were able to give a fun-packed week to all those that attended. And our fund raising is continuing so that we can support future 

ventures. The 75th anniversary of Kokoda is being held in July next year and we hope to have a base camp to provide backing to 

those of you interested in trekking the trail. Then in 2018 our next international reunion is being planned by Ron McCaffery and the 

UKADA. The itinerary hasn’t been finalised, but promises to be full of great activities. 

 

A bus grant has been offered by DVA to assist in any functions planned for the future. Fortunately, this grant was made available 

just before the reunion, so the expense was not borne by the ADAA. This was a substantial saving. 

 

We have regular sausage sizzles planned at Bunnings Wollongong thanks to Nick and Joyce Nicolai and Leonie Moorhead. Masters 

at Penrith has also been a source of revenue for us thanks to Fozzie and his tribe, but we are not sure how reliable this wil l be in 

the future, so we are looking further afield. Dan Murphy’s in Wollongong have approached us to run sausage sizzles on the 

weekend, but we have to supply all of our own equipment. This isn’t a problem as a couple of committee members have offered 

the use of their barbeques.  It is likely that an approach will be made to other Dan Murphy stores closer to where most of our 

members live, notably Penrith and Emu Plains. Please let me know (or any of the other committee members) if you would like to 

pursue other areas of fund raising. The more that you put in, the more you will get back towards your attendance at any of our 

major activities. 

 

We have a few ideas in the pipeline for new merchandise for the Association, but would also like to hear any suggestions for 

merchandise that our members would like to be able to purchase in the near future. Please feel free to send us an email with any 

ideas that you have for merchandise   

 

Cheers 

Geoff (and Kim) Harris 



 

 

 

Secretary’s Report May2016 
Welcome to my first report after taking over the role of secretary. Although I have been responsible for putting together the 

Clipped Wings each quarter for a while now, I decided to also put my hand up at the last AGM to try this role as well. And was 

given the position without opposition. 

 

The AGM was held on 24 April in conjunction with the 2016 International Reunion. If you weren’t able to join us at this meeting, 

there have been 2 changes to the Management Committee. It now consists of: 

 

President Nick Nicolai 

Vice President Anthony Eddie (Ed) 

Secretary Yours truly, taken over from Denis McCann 

Treasurer Geoff Harris (another new face), also taken over from Denis McCann 

Assistant Treasurer Lou Heidenreich 

Committee Member Grant Foster 

Committee Member Geoff Cutts 

 

Contact details for each of the committee are located on our website. 

 

Thanks to those of you who have agreed to see out another term. I may well call on you from time to time for guidance.  

 

The reunion was a huge success and congratulations to the previous committee for all their hard work, Also, thanks to the efforts 

of Denis McCann, we were fortunate to obtain a grant from DVA for buses. This covered the cost of transport to each of our events 

and there are additional funds that will cover future ventures. Details of these ventures will be available through the website and 

Facebook pages. 

 

It is pleasing to see that our membership is growing steadily. And we are seeing some past members re-joining. As a committee we 

aim to bring a lot of benefits to members over the coming year. If you know of anyone who has dropped off the radar, please let 

them know that our Association is endeavouring to do more for its members. And on that note, a reminder from me that if you 

haven’t already paid your subscription for the 2016-17 year, your $25 is due on 30 June. Details on how to pay are included in the 

Treasurer’s Report from Geoff. 

 

Looking forward to catching up with most of you over the next 12 months 

Jim Piet 



 

AIR DISPATCH ASSOCIATION Of AUSTRALIA (Inc.) 
ABN 82 580 295 387 

 

 
Minutes of Annual General Meeting held 24th April 2016 

Location: Darling Harbour, Sydney, NSW 
 
The General Meeting was opened at 1005 hours. 
 
The President welcomed and thanked all for attending. 
 
1 Present were: 

 
Denis McCann 
Pat Slee 
Mark Nicolai 
Anthony Eddie 
Geoff Harris 
Kemm Baber 
Ken Chester 
Barry Daly 
Lee Walsh 
Brian Irving 
Geoff Cutts 
Grant Foster 
Denis Foster 
 

Ian Baines 
John Barnes 
Vince Head 
Stuart Ware 
Trevor Worland 
Russell Towers 
Ron Hughes 
Chris Felkin 
Len Armstrong 
Mark Wahlen 
Jim Piet 
Lou Heidenreich 
Shane Mitchell 

 

2 The apologies list was read.
Maj Gen David Ferguson (Ret) 
Phill Spry 
Barry Gannon 
David Goad 
Tony Dowd 
Gary Cole 
 

Peter Keane 
Terry Heydon 
Ned Miller 
John Whittaker 
Brig. Mick Ashleigh 

 

 
3 Minutes of Previous Annual General Meeting 

 The Secretary read the minutes of the previous annual general meeting held 24th April 
2015 

 Moved Kemm Baber Seconded Geoff Cutts that the minutes be accepted 
 Carried 
 
4 Business arising from the minutes - Nil 
 
5 Presidents Report 
 Mark Nicolai provided a report on business that took place during the last 12 months. 
 Moved Shane Mitchell, seconded Geoff Cutts that the Presidents report be adopted. 
 Carried 
 
6 Secretary/Treasurer’s Report 

Denis McCann reported that all statutory reporting was up to date and provided copies 
of the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2015. 

 Moved Anthony Eddie, seconded Geoff Harris that the reports be adopted 
Carried 



 
7 Nominations for Life Membership 
 The President read the names of Members who had fulfilled the requirements for Life 

Membership: 
  Kemm Baber, Gary Cole, Anthony Eddie, David Ferguson, Barry Gannon and Brian 

Irving. 
 Moved Mark Nicolai seconded Shane Mitchell that the nominations be confirmed 
 Carried 
 
8 Alterations to the Rules and By-laws of the Constitution 
 

The Secretary informed the meeting of an amendment proposed by member Ned Miller 
to allow postal voting for matters determined by the Management Committee to be of 
such significance as to require postal voting. 

 
Remove the Sub Clause 24.4.(1) 
Insert new Sub Clause 24.4.1 
(a) Subject to Sub (b) below, at a general meeting, each question, matter or resolution, 

other than a special resolution, must be decided by a majority of votes of the 
members present. 

(b) Notwithstanding Sub Clause (a) above, at the discretion of the Management 
Committee, a postal vote may be implemented to determine the outcome of any 
issue or proposal to be resolved at a General or Annual General Meeting if 
determined by the Management Committee to be relevant, but subject to exclusion 
under Clause 10, for the input of all financial members. 

(c) Upon distribution, all ballot papers be sequentially numbered 
 
Moved Anthony Eddie, Seconded Rusty Towers, that the amendments be approved. 
Carried. 

  
  The Secretary put forward a second proposal without notice to remove the option to 

grant Life Membership to an Honorary Member. Moved Rusty Towers Seconded Brian 
Irving that the matter be brought before the meeting. After considerable discussions, it 
was agreed that the proposal be held over for further assessment. 

 
9 Election of Management Committee 

The President declared all position vacant and requested Kemm Baber to assume the 
chair as Returning Officer for the election. 
The forms received by the Secretary were accepted by the meeting. 
 
President: A nomination form was received for the position for Mark Nicolai. As there 
were no further nominations, Mark Nicolai was elected President unopposed. 

 Carried 
 
Vice President A nomination form was received for the position for WO1 Anthony 
Eddie. As there were no further nominations, Anthony Eddie was elected unopposed. 
Carried 

 
Secretary: A nomination form was received for the position for Jim Piet. 
As there were no further nominations, Jim Piet was elected unopposed. 

 Carried 
 
Treasurer: A nomination form was received for the position for Geoff Harris. 
As there were no further nominations, Geoff Harris was elected unopposed. 

 Carried 



 
Assistant Secretary:: A nomination form was received for the position for Lou 
Heidenreich. As there were no further nominations Lou Heidenreich was elected 
unopposed. 

 Carried 
 
 Committee Member: 

A nomination form was received for the position for Grant Foster. As there were no 
further nominations, Grant Foster was elected unopposed. 

 Carried 
 
 Committee Member: 

A nomination form was received for the position for Geoff Cutts As there were no 
further nominations, Geoff Cutts was elected unopposed. 

 Carried 
 
 Public Officer: 
 There was no nomination for the position so nominations were called from the floor. 

Nominated Mark Nicolai, seconded Denis McCann that Jim Piet be Public Officer. 
As there were no further nominations, Jim Piet was elected unopposed. 

 Carried 
  

The Returning Officer declared all positions had been filled and the elected President 
resumed the Chair for the remainder of the meeting 

  
10  Election of State Representatives and other positions: 
 The following personnel were elected: 
 State Rep. Queensland:  Kemm Baber 
 State Rep. New South Wales  Grant Foster 
 State Rep. ACT   Paul Brealey 
 State Rep. Vic and Tas  Graham Papworth 
 State Rep. SA    Lou Heidenreich 
 State Rep. WA   Ed Duffy 
 Newsletter Editor   Jim Piet 
 Awards and Liaison Officer  Denis McCann 
 Merchandise Officers    Geoff Harris 
 Historian    Garry McGravie 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
11 Appointment of Signatories 
 The signatories for all Association Bank accounts are: 
 President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer. 

 The Treasurer is authorised to take appropriate action to make the changes with the 
Bank of Queensland. 

 
12 Brian Irving proposed assisting the State Reps in arranging localised functions to 

attract more participation. Denis McCann reported that funding was approved at a 
previous meeting but no action has been taken by State Reps. 

 
13 Lou Heidenreich proposed issuing a membership card for members - to be investigated 
 
14 Geoff Cutts gave a talk about the planning of the reunion in Melbourne for the 75th 

Anniversary of the Myola Airdrops. 
 



15 Grant Foster and Mark Nicolai provided information about the Poppy Park in Penrith. 
 
16 Next Annual General Meeting 

The location, Date and Time will be advised. 
 
Meeting Closed 1136 hours. 
 
 

………………………………President …………………………….Secretary 
  

Date…..…/…..…/  20……… 



 

 

Brigadier Michael Ashleigh 
 
 
 
Brigadier Ashleigh was born in Papua New Guinea in 1965. He moved to Australia in 
1967 and grew up in Richmond, NSW. 
 
He joined the Army in July 1988, and upon graduation from the Royal Military College 
Duntroon was allocated to the Royal Australian Corps of Transport. As a Lieutenant and 
Captain he held a range of regimental and training appointments including a 
deployment to Irian Jaya as the Staff Officer Grade Three Logistics on Operation 
AUSINDO JAYA. 
 
Was Commander Support Troop 176, Air Dispatch Troop Commander in 176, ADJT 1 
ATSR, a short stint as 2IC 177 AD Sqn, OPSO 176 AD Sqn and CO 9 FSB of which 176 was 
a sub unit. 
 
On promotion to Major in December 1998 he was appointed the Officer Commanding of the Transport Squadron, 3rd Brigade 
Administrative Support Battalion. During this appointment he commanded the Battalion Support Group deployed on INTERFET in 
support of the 3rd Brigade. For his service as the Officer Commanding of the Battalion Support Group, Brigadier Ashleigh was 
awarded a Commendation for Distinguished Service. In 2001 he attended the Australian Command and Staff College, and on 
completion was posted as the Deputy Assistant Adjutant and Quartermaster General (DQ) of the 7th Brigade in Brisbane.  
 
Promoted to Lieutenant Colonel in January 2004 he was posted to Strategic Operations Division as the Staff Officer Grade One 
Joint Logistics Operations. This posting provided Brigadier Ashleigh a wide exposure to the Australian Defence Organisation and 
other Australian Government and non-government agencies, with regular involvement in Interdepartmental Committees and 
briefings for the CDF and VCDF. In this appointment he was involved in strategic aspects, including the planning and staffing, of 
Australian Defence Force Operations in the Solomon Islands, East Timor and the Middle East Area of Operations and short notice 
humanitarian operations such as OP SUMATRA ASSIST and OP BALI ASSIST II. 
 
In January 2006 he was appointed as Commanding Officer of the 9th Force Support Battalion. During this appointment he was 
selected to command the first formed body Force Level Logistics Asset to deploy to the Middle East Area of Operations. As the 
Commanding Officer 9th Force Support Battalion he was also responsible for the relocation of Battalion elements from 
Puckapunyal, Sydney and Townsville to new facilities at Amberley, Queensland. From 2008 to 2009 Colonel Ashleigh served as a 
Directing Staff at the Australian Command and Staff College. 
 
On promotion to Colonel in 2010 he was appointed as Director Logistics - Army where his key responsibilities included serving as 
the Capability Manager Representative for the sustainment of all in service Land materiel within the domestic and deployed 
environments, management of Army’s sustainment budget and Army’s lead for three streams of the Strategic Reform Program, 
including Smart Sustainment. In 2012 Brigadier Ashleigh attended the Centre for Defence and Strategic Studies where he 
successfully completed the course including the Masters program. His key research area was Papua New Guinea. Following his 
course received at the Centre for Defence and Strategic Studies as the Director of Studies. 
 
He was promoted to Brigadier on 22 April 2014 and appointed as Director General Strategic Logistics.  
He is married to Karen and they have three teenage children. 



 

 

Formal evening August 6, 2016 
 
Sir, Ma'am et al, 
  
During a very successful 2016 International Reunion, the ADAA discussed a desire to create a relaxed but formal social 
environment so that ‘Past and Present’ AD Soldiers and Officers can come together and reunite with old friends and their partners. 
With this in mind, the ADAA has coordinated and will subsidise a formal function to take place on 06 Aug 16 at the Penrith 
Panthers Leagues Club. Throughout the night, we will celebrate '100 Years of Australian Military Airdrop' and a belated ‘2016 
Myola Day’. The Australian Army Band Sydney has volunteered to provide entertainment for guests during the night. 
  
Everyone is invited to attend this formal all ranks, mixed dinner which is intended to include all AD and or AD friends 'Young and 
Old', including partners. 
  
PS: This is not a military function; therefore, no uniforms or medals, just a smiling face and a great attitude……and a paid ticket. 
  
Cost: $80.50 per person 
  
Venue: 
Penrith Panthers Leagues Club 
Mulgoa Rd 
Penrith, NSW 27470 
  
Booking: Use the link below and pay through the Trybooking website; 
  
https://www.trybooking.com/203750 
  
Can I please ask that you pass on this message to any members that I may have missed (Past and Present). 
  
I hope to see you all there, 
  
Anthony Eddie 
ADAA Vice President  
  
M: 0401417497 
 

 
Message from AMTDU Commanding Officer  

 
 
Earlier this year I initiated the AMTDU Heritage Project. My aim is to assemble, catalogue, classify, store and display the variety of 
historical elements, artefacts and artwork 'laying' around AMTDU. We have lots and lots of photographs, some old crew room 
books, and some paintings, however, we are a little short of actual 3-dimensional artefacts. 
I have just acquired 3 large display cabinets for our Conference room, and intend on selecting the more suitable items for display 
(and storing and disposing others as appropriate) 
  
My proposal to the ADAA is that if there are any members that would like to loan or donate a 'display-worthy' artefact, artwork 
etc, then I would be happy to display it in our cabinet or on our walls. The item would be properly secured in our Hangar, and 
properly recorded, catalogued and marked/signed with the owner's details. If the item doesn't fit or isn't of sufficient heritage 
value to display then I would respectfully return it immediately, as I don't have room to store those lesser-heritage value items. 
  
My point of contact here at AMTDU is WO2 Nathan Dickson at nathan.dickson@defence.gov.au or 02 4588 1149. 
  
For your consideration 
  
Wing Commander Matt Hetherington 
Commanding Officer 
 
 
 

https://www.trybooking.com/203750
mailto:nathan.dickson@defence.gov.au


 

 

Air drops have come a long way from 
tossing millstones out of cockpits, Flg-Off 
Alice Mason writes 
As they watched 24 compact delivery 
systems (CDS) loads fall from the sky, 
members of the Air Dispatch Association of 
Australia (ADAA) reflected on how much 
has the air has changed in a century.  
 
Past and present members of air dispatch 
gathered at RAAF Base Richmond on April 
28 to celebrate 100 years or aerial 
delivery. 
The guests including current and former 
service personnel from Australia, UK, US 
and New Zealand, were invited to view a 
modern air drop at the Londonderry Drop 
Zone. 
CO Air Mobility Training and Development Unit (AMTDU) Wg-Cdr Matt Hertherington said the occasion was a significant milestone 
for ADF aerial delivery.  
“Today we demonstrated where we have come from over the past 100 years of aerial delivery. He said, we have moved from 
throwing milestones for grinding corn from an open cockpit WW1 aircraft to delivery systems guided by space based GPS. 
The event highlighted the joint effort of Army and Air Force to conduct deployed aerial delivery operations, with the prepartation 
and dispatch of 24 CDS loads from a C-17A Globemaster III and C-130J Hercules. 
Wg-Cdr Hetherington said aerial delivery was a collaborative effort between Army and Air Force to build, deliver and recover loads. 
AMTDU is the unit responsible for the development of load-carrying techniques for all ADF equipment required for air transport 
and airborne delivery by Defence Aircraft. 
The unit is also responsible for training Defence personnel in air-load and dispatch techniques. 
Defence has been conducting aerial deliveries since 1916. The first recorded use of air resupply by Australian forces were 
milestones for grinding corn in Kut Al Amar, Mesopotamia (Iraq). 
In 1945, 1156 air delivered more than 3.4 million pounds of stores to Bougainville, demonstrating the scale of what can be 
achieved in a short time. 
Aerial deliveries were used for conflict and humanitarian missions through the Malayan Embergency in the 1950’s. 
These included drops of cement, barbed wire, rations and ammunition for personnel. 
In 1967, during the Vietnam War, more than 500 gallons of water were dropped in compact loads form a DHC4 Caribou. 
More recent examples of air dispatchers were seen during the East Timor conflict, in 1999 where food supplies were dropped to 
200,000 displaced people. 
Coalition forces have also conducted humanitarian air drops in the Middle East, including missions to Mount Sinjar in Iraq by Air 
Force C130Js 
ADAA President Nick Nicolai said it was interesting to see how aerial delivery had changed over the time. The nature of air drop has 
evolved significantly over the years, he said 
Career highlights for me were the dispatch of a D933 Caterpillar tractor and another was a Land Rover and 105mm Howitzer with 
the first line ammunition on a 32-foot platform. 
We have dropped everything from hay, water and survival items including eggs. To my knowledge, we were successful in never 
cracking an egg. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pte Maddison Ready, of 176 AD packs up the parachute after a drop at the Londonderry 
drop zone. 
 

Cpl Andrew Munro, of 176 AD Sqn, handles a load on a C-130J  



 

 

Reunion Round Up 
 
Saturday night, Welcome Dinner we had almost 100 people attend, Major General Ferguson gave his Farewell Speech as Patron 
and was presented with a gift of an engraved decanter and glasses from Denis McCann on behalf of the Association. The General 
then reciprocated by presenting Denis, who was stepping down from his position as Treasurer, with a display of all the Australian 
Rising Sun Badges. The evening also had a presentation from Martin Rogers from Penrith’s Poppy Park who explained the 
significance of the park and the poppies everyone at the Welcome Dinner were presented with. 
 
Sunday morning we had our AGM, the minutes are in the following pages, and the new committee elected. From there we made 
our way to the King Street Wharf to board the vessel for the harbour cruise. The harbour put on a magnificent display. Lou 
Heidenreich acted as official photographer and took the photo of everyone on the bow of the ferry  
 
Monday, ANZAC Day, began with a gunfire breakfast at the hotel, then the Dawn Service in Martin Place. From there to the 
Women’s Club of Australia, for breakfast and about 0930, we made our way down to the form up point for the march. The RACT 
Corps Banner was paraded by 176 Air Dispatch Sqn and the Association proudly followed leading the RACT Association. It was a 
great honour to march with the Squadron and with our overseas guests of the Reunion. We were bussed from Sydney to the 
Rowers Club at Wolli Creek and proceed with the afternoon events. We had over 100 people present with old faces such as Tony 
Dowd, Peter Wellstead and Bob Hutton joining us. A group from the ARes troop joined us and gave a great presentation on the 
history of airdrop , a massive 100 year birthday cake and a number of poems. A couple of people must be mentioned here, Dean 
Kenny, Helen Lawson, Will Reid and Alethea Messis. It was good to see a few old faces from 177 AD Sqn with Mike Chapman and 
Matt Conwell also. 
 
Tuesday – rest day – thank God. Time to re-charge the batteries and relax. Many of our international guests went for a wander 
through Sydney and Darling Harbour and a quiet night was had by all 
 
Wednesday we were off to Symbio Wildlife Park at Helensburgh, here everybody got the chance to pat kangaroos and wander 
around the other animals. Unfortunately the koalas were still sleeping off their respective hangovers so we could only glimpse 
them in their trees. Down to Bald Hill and a view of the Illawarra coastline. Lunch was at Panorama House at Bulli Tops again 
another great meal and plenty of it. Lurline Varley, the widow of Nev Varley one of our former secretaries, joined us for lunch and 
caught up with some of the old and bold who attended. From there to the Historical Aircraft Restoration Society (HARS) flight at 
Albion Park where we covered everything from Caribous and Catalinas to Neptunes and the 747. Our guides were very 
knowledgeable and helpful. A big thanks to Maureen Massey and Joan De La Hunty, from HARS, for their assistance and support  
 
Thursday morning was an early start, off to RAAF Richmond. WO1 Anthony Eddie, our Vice President, arranged a great airdrop 
display by C130 and C17 aircraft as well as tours of 176 AD Sqn and AMTDU. A special thanks to Ed, WGCDR Matt Hetherington and 
MAJ Francisca Molnar for their assistance in the tours and the soldiers, airmen and women who assisted, unfortunately I cannot 
remember all their names. Three people who must be mentioned are WO2 Andy Hahn, Gary Wahlen and Dave Jaehne who gave 
the reunion guests an insight into what was happening at AMTDU 
 
Friday morning Denis Foster organised a tour of Sydney, starting with Victoria Barracks and finishing at the Opera House. A real eye 
opener for both Australians and international guests. Lou Heidenreich and Nick Nicolai were asked to do an ANZAC Presentation at 
Bondi Beach Public School the kids were interested and asked plenty of questions.  
The evening was our Farewell Dinner. I think the star of the evening was Ron McCaffery who did a presentation on what to expect 
in 2018. A tour of Scotland and Ireland as part of the UK International Reunion. Although this is yet to be finalised, all who 
attended the dinner were eager to attend. Karl Whitby spoke on behalf of the United States and Ash Ashby spoke on behalf of New 
Zealand. A wonderful evening was had by all and it was good to see WGCDR Matt Hetherington and MAJ Francisca Molnar attend 
to represent the Sqn and AMTDU. Bill Hardman, our Honorary Auditor also attended.  
 
A special mention to Stuie Ware and Brian Irving must be made, for managing to extract monies from those who were fined. Also a 
great auction of coins conducted by Lou on ANZAC Day with about $1600.00 being raised from that. Lastly three ladies who 
deserve a very special thanks – Kim Harris, Leonie Morehead and Joyce Nicolai without the assistance and support from these 
ladies, the reunion would not have been the success it was. 
 

100 Year Commemorative Coin 
There are over 30 coins remaining please contact the merchandising officer to purchase. 
 

Dinner Night at Penrith Panthers 6th August 2016 
Avoid the disappointment and do yourself a favour and book to attend the dinner at Penrith Panthers. You don ’t want to regret 
not going like some did with not attending the reunion. Good crowd, food and drink.  
To book follow the link https://www.trybooking.com/203750 and pay online 
See you there, Editor 

https://www.trybooking.com/203750


 

 

Some Photos from the reunion 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All board the Sydney 2000 Harbor Cruise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  On tour at Bald Hill 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  C17 Golbemaster A22 drop  C130J Hercules A22 drop 
 
 

 



 

 

 



 

 

UHI-H Huey -  “Eagle One”.            26 Apr 2016. 
 
Contribution by: Ned Miller 
 
The winning ticket holders of the Huey Flight Fund Raising Raffle, or their appointed representatives, presented themselves at the 
ANL, Terry Hills to find a superbly presented H model Iroquois helicopter and a very obliging crew waiting to give them either the 
ride of their life, or a memory of days gone by. 
 
The aircraft took off and flew with the doors open and pinned back so everyone experienced the real feel of a Vietnam Veteran 
aircraft, minus the external hardware and any incoming tracer; which is fairly normal when touring the northern suburbs and 
beaches of Sydney. (today anyway). 
 
The flight duration was in excess of 30 minutes and everyone was full of praise for the opportunity to have the experience and for 
the competence of the crew; and full credit must go to the Association Secretary at the time, Denis McCann, for his efforts in ar-
ranging the flight and the funds that resulted from the sale of the tickets. 
 

 
 

 
 

The Crew Eagle One 

Take off Northern Sydney Beaches 



 

 

THE BLURT 
WHAT’S ON? WHERE ARE YOU GOING? 

Sausage Sizzles 
Listed below are the fund raising activities planned for the next year. These are to go to the 75th Anniversary of Kokoda 
in 2017 – These events will not fund themselves. So come along and pick up a pair of tongs to help out or sell a few 
snags, you wont be disappointed. 
 
These are the events Joyce and Nick in Wollongong and Fozzy in Penrith will be running. If you wish to organise an 
event in your area please let me know and we will assist where possible. Given we have interstate reps taken into 
account, where possible, your assistance in these events would be greatly appreciated 

Sausage Sizzles from 1 June 16 - 31 Dec 16 

2016 Sizzles  

Bunnings Wollongong  

 05 July  Bunnings Wollongong 

 02 August Bunnings Wollongong 

 06 September Bunnings Wollongong 

 04 October Bunnings Wollongong 

 01 November Bunnings Wollongong 

 06 December Bunnings Wollongong 

 

Masters Penrith 

 02 July Masters Penrith  

 06 August Masters Penrith 

 03 September Masters Penrith  

 01 October Masters Penrith 

 05 November Masters Penrith 

 

 

  

 



 

The AIR DISPATCH ASSOCIATION of AUSTRALIA 

Supporting Ex-service Personnel throughout Australia. 

Presents                  

 

 

Where: Ringwood RSL Club 

       16 Station St, Ringwood. 

 

When: Saturday 23 July 2016 

     7.00pm start. 

 

How: Tables of up to 8. 

   $25.00 per head. 

   Contact Geoff for tickets – 0418 384 807. 

 

Drinks at bar prices. Snacks provided. 

http://airdispatchassn.cmail19.com/t/r-l-sokudl-idiildhkjt-r/


AIR DISPATCH ASSOCIATION of AUSTRALIA (Inc.) 
ABN 82 580 295 387 

 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL APPLICATION – 2016 - 2017 
 Membership RENEWAL ONLY (complete PART A) 
 Change of Details (complete PART A and any further relevant changes in PART B) 

 

PART A (All Members to complete) Application for the year ending 30 JUNE 2016 
$25.00 enclosed 

Surname  

First Name  

Postal Address 

 

 

 

 

Membership Number (if known) 

PART B (For New Membership applications and any change of details) $25.00 enclosed 

Telephone (work)  Telephone (home) 

Fax Number  Mobile 

Email 

 
 
 ......................................................................   .........................................................................  
Applicants signature Date 
 

PAYMENT DETAILS 

 
 Direct Bank Transfer to: BSB: 124 037 Account No: 2078 3486 Use Surname and First initial as Reference 
OR 
 Reference Cheque or Money Order (either payable to ADAA ) 
OR 
 Pay with a Credit Card using our website link www.adaa.net.au/web/products 

 
Post this form and your payment to ADAA Treasurer – 34 Jarrah Court, Kelso NSW 2795 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
Receipt Number: Date: Membership 

Registered: 
Web Register: Email Register: 

 

 
 

Membership 
$25.00 

 
  

http://www.adaa.net.au/web/products


 

 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE 
President  
Nick Nicolai   
0407 942 904 
president@adaa.net.au  
 
Vice-President   
Anthony Eddie   
02 4729 1163  
vicpres@adaa.net.au 
 
Secretary 
Jim Piet 
0412 207 048  
secretary@adaa.net.au  
 
Assistant Secretary  
Lou Heidenreich 
0427 702 419 
assistsec@adaa.net.au 
 
Treasurer  
Geoff Harris 
0458 000 932 
treasurer@adaa.net.au 
 
Committee Member 
Geoff Cutts 
comm01@adaa.net.au 
 
Committee Member 
Grant Foster  
comm02@adaa.net.au 
 

STATE REPRESENTATIVES 
 

Queensland Representative  
Kemm Baber 
qld@adaa.net.au 
 

NSW Representative   
Grant Foster 
0413 190 541  
nsw@adaa.net.au 
 
 

VIC/TAS Representative 
Graham Papworth 
0434 231 124  
vic@adaa.net.au 
 

SA Representative 
Lou Heidenreich 
0427 702 419 
southaust@adaa.net.au 
 

WA Representative 
Edward Duffy 
0407 999 472 
westaust@adaa.net.au 
 

Immediate Past President  
Gary Cole  
074637 0518  
pastpres@adaa.net.au 
 

Historian  
Garry McGravie 
02 6055 4315  
historian@adaa.net.au 
 

Honorary Auditor   
Bill Hardman  02 9452 3116 
 

Newsletter Editor  
Jim Piet  
0412 207 048  
secretary@adaa.net.au  
 
Patron 
Brigadier Mick Ashleigh   

mailto:president@adaa.net.au
mailto:vicpres@adaa.net.au
mailto:secretary@adaa.net.au
mailto:assistsec@adaa.net.au
mailto:treasurer@adaa.net.au?subject=Email%20from%20Clipped%20Wings
mailto:comm01@adaa.net.au
mailto:nsw@adaa.net.au
mailto:vic@adaa.net.au
mailto:southaust@adaa.net.au
mailto:westaust@adaa.net.au
mailto:pastpres@adaa.net.au
mailto:historian@adaa.net.au
mailto:secretary@adaa.net.au


 

 

 Vale 
Happy to say there are no known lost mates to publish 
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